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W. DWIGHT, Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff.
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF,
New Orleans, May 23, 1864. Brigadier-General MCNEIL,
Commanding District of La Fourche:
All further morning and evening reports are to be sent to_Brig Gen. William Dwight, chief of staff, instead of to the assistan adjutant-general as heretofore. If in your opinion you are in iiee< of'any more troops, you can "be re-enforced at once by requesting i from these headquarters.
Your picket-line from Brashear City up should be watched atten tively, and your attention is called to the fact that, in case of j strong attack on Brashear., your strongest line of defense is the lin< of the Bayou Boeuf, for Bras'hear can be turned, unless held by a ven strong force, and even then it is weak. By command of Major-General Banks: Very respectfully,
J. SCHUYLER CBOSBY, Acting Assistant Adj^ltant-General.
HOUSTON, TEX., May 23, 1864. Brigadier-General EGBERTS,
Commanding Federal Forces, &c. :
I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 16th instant, in which you state that tlie flag of truce has frequently been abused by myself as well as by my subordinates. This statement, as far as it affects myself, I know to be entirely without foundation and believe it to be so in the case of my subordinates. I recollect but two flags of truce sent by authority from these headquarters since the arrival of Federal troops on this coast, one to Decrow's Point and the other to Indianola, both, relating to business of the greatest importance.
The courteous manner in which, the last flag of truce was received by Brigadier-General Warren and tlie tone of his communication in answer to mine indicate plainly tliat he was fully aware of the importance of a satisfactory understanding on the subject which gave rise to the necessity of a flag of truce. It is perfectly proper that officers commanding in the field should send flags of truce to each other without reference to distant headquarters, and nothing is more customary.
My orders are that in all cases they shall only be sent for good and sufficient reasons, and that the flag shall be halted upon the least intimation from the enemy of his desire to that effect. I ha/ve gone further M4 OY§JI 4ireoted that they shall be halted,his city, numbering in the aggregate perhaps 1,;:}()().' T ho chief quartermaster has been directed ""to furnish transportation at the earliest possible moment, and General Bowen has been instructed to send forward the prisoners as rapidly as the means of transportation will admit. The commanding general desires that you will take every precaution to enforce order among the prisoners after their arrival, and to prevent any escape. No measures which may secure these ends will be overlooked, nor will any exercise of power ho deemed too severe wlucji may add to their security. If lu yourllowed to accompany any force operating in the field.
